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Transportation systems define the quality of life for millions of city-dwellers worldwide. 
Unfortunately, the negative impacts of urban transport, including hazardous levels of air 
pollution, congestion, noise, sprawl, and threats to public safety, restrict the potential for 
greater economic growth and happiness. With urban populations expected to rapidly 
increase in the coming decades, finding an environmentally sustainable transport model 
that meets society’s need to move freely and communicate, while gaining access to jobs, 
education, hospitals, and recreational facilities, is a primary challenge of sustainable 
development.

Sustainable transportation is clearly crucial to fostering economic activity and raising 
standards of living in today’s cities. It is also central to discussions of reducing carbon 
dioxide emissions and mitigating global warming, the implementation of energy 
alternatives, and improving air quality and human health. Assessing pertinent indicators 
like public vs. private transportation use, travel time and modes to work, road traffic, 
carbon emissions by sector, and fuel consumption can be helpful in addressing a broad 
range of transport-related issues.

Find the following Transportation Information and much more on EarthTrends.
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