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Map Description:

This map shows the extent and distribution of large (at least 10 km?) protected
areas (in Categories |, Il, or lll) that are at least 50 percent grassland. The results
show 697 protected grasslands worldwide. This translates to less than 16
percent of 4,502 relatively large protected areas being composed of at least 50
percent grassland.

Analytical Overview:

This map shows spatial extent of grassland protected areas. For protected areas
represented by points only, we generated circular buffers corresponding to the
reported size of the protected area.

In a comparison of protected areas within other ecosystems, forests and
agriculture ecosystems include 2.5 million km2 and 1.6 million km?2 of protected
area, respectively. Grassland ecosystems include more protected area—nearly 4
million kmz, but because grassland extent is so large only 7.6 percent of the
grassland ecosystem area is protected while approximately 8.5 percent of the
forest ecosystem area is protected. The protected grasslands that do exist cover
the largest area in Sub-Saharan Africa - 1.3 million kmz2 - and less than 1 million
km2 in the remaining regions ranging from 56,000 kmz2 in Central America and
the Caribbean to 791,000 km2 in North America. One biome within grasslands
has been described as the least protected biome in the world: only 0.69% of the
world’s temperate grasslands are protected under the global system of
protected areas.
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