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........125767877707,713,8622,176,6dlroW
Asia (excl. Middle East) 3,727,146 4,491,264 71 86 70 .. .. .. .. .. ..
A d3002431321.0622700199838,2200,3ainemr
A d1002733341.0478600189995,9764,8najiabrez
Bangladesh 158,665 217,932 .. .. 64 54 < 0.1 41 84 33 2000 d

........1.0<5666....158856natuhB
e,d40022487436.189065846167,02444,41aidobmaC

d40027453011.032375978124,854,1036,823,1anihC
d3002045272.01417....708,3593,4aigroeG
d40027308439.065563784847,505,1610,961,1aidnI
d2002432581.082174978666,972726,132aisenodnI

399152....1.0<338....252,811769,721napaJ f
d3002436121.0367600199241,71224,51natshkazaK

Korea, Dem People's Rep 23,790 25,434 .. .. 67 42 .. .. .. .. ..
899123221.0<597....114,84422,84peR,aeroK f

d3002031221.085669989343,6713,5natszygryK
Lao People's Dem Rep 5,859 8,142 61 77 64 62 0.1 27 74 35 2002 d

799194925.001472958072,53275,62aisyalaM f
d20023354111.0<93768989402,3926,2ailognoM

Myanmar 48,798 56,681 86 94 62 75 1.3 .. .. .. ..
d40027496425.065463653247,14691,82lapeN
d20021347711.097663663672,042209,361natsikaP
d30025434511.0<52273939883,221069,78senippilihP

899134....3.03087998202,5634,4eropagniS f
d2002042461.0<21272998942,02992,91aknaLirS
d3002333471.0957600199434,9637,6natsikijaT
d2002245224.181175919812,96488,36dnaliahT

Turkmenistan 4,965 6,270 98 99 63 81 < 0.1 21 59 41 1998 d
d300273222.07576....991,53273,72natsikebzU
d400243....5.061474978924,011573,78maNteiV

............57g9999709,607382,137eporuE
A d400213012..61679989915,3091,3ainabl
A 000292....3.0408....346,8163,8airtsu f

d200203223.0019600199643,8986,9suraleB
000233....3.0497....087,01754,01muigleB f

Bosnia and Herzegovina 3,935 3,653 94 99 75 13 < 0.1 .. .. 26 2001 d
d300292621.0<21379989422,6936,7airagluB
d100292221.0<6679979861,4555,4aitaorC

699152221.0377....827,9681,01peRhcezC f
Denmark 5,442 5,602 .. .. 78 4 0.2 .. .. 25 1997 f

d300263823.1617001001422,1533,1ainotsE
000272....1.0397....964,5772,5dnalniF f
599133....4.0418....506,66746,16ecnarF f

Germany 82,599 79,348 .. .. 79 4 0.1 .. .. 28 2000 f
000243....2.04088949971,11741,11eceerG f

d200272221.0737....952,9030,01yragnuH
........2.0228....443103dnalecI

000243....2.0597....574,5103,4dnalerI f
000263....5.04189989915,75778,85ylatI f

d300283528.0937001001210,2772,2aivtaL
d300263822.0737001001320,3093,3ainauhtiL

Macedonia, FYR 2,038 1,966 94 98 74 15 < 0.1 2 2 39 2003 d
Moldova, Rep 3,794 3,388 98 99 69 14 1.1 2 21 33 2003 d

............57....316895orgetnoM
Netherlands 16,419 17,141 .. .. 80 4 0.2 .. .. 31 1999 f
Norway 4,698 5,366 .. .. 80 3 0.1 .. .. 26 2000 f

200253221.0667....353,53280,83dnaloP f
799193....4.0487....706,01326,01lagutroP f

d3002133121.0<61378969068,81834,12ainamoR
Russian Federation 142,499 123,915 99 100 66 14 1.1 2 12 40 2002 d

825,01}g{aibreS 10,528 94 99 .. 12 0.0 .. .. 30 2003 d
699162321.0<757....712,5093,5aikavolS f

d899182221.0<387....109,1200,2ainevolS
000253....6.0418....286,64972,44niapS f
000252....2.0318....210,01911,9nedewS f
000243....4.0428....401,8484,7dnalreztiwS f

d300282524.1318600199350,83502,64eniarkU
United Kingdom 60,769 66,162 .. .. 79 5 0.2 .. .. 36 1999 f

4002022i2.034962846965,946760,064acirfA.N&tsaEelddiM
Afghanistan 27,145 53,252 13 43 44 165 < 0.1 .. .. .. ..
A d5991535121.043270806627,44858,33airegl

d0002434431.0<82173895070,401894,57tpygE
Iran, Islamic Rep 71,208 91,155 70 84 71 31 0.2 2 7 43 1998 d

..........201064846673,74399,82qarI
100293......5189969061,9829,6learsI f

d30029372..22375958455,8429,5nadroJ
..........9874919372,4158,2tiawuK
........1.07227....529,4990,4nonabeL

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 6,160 8,447 .. .. 74 18 .. .. .. .. ..
d9991044121.063176604952,93422,13occoroM

..........01677847568,3595,2namO
Saudi Arabia 24,735 37,314 69 87 73 21 .. .. .. .. ..
Syrian Arab Rep 19,929 29,294 74 86 74 14 .. .. .. .. ..

d000204721.002473856925,21723,01aisinuT
d300244913..62275908864,29778,47yekruT

United Arab Emirates 4,380 6,753 .. .. 79 8 .. .. .. .. ..
d8991335461..6736....867,04983,22nemeY
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Sub-Saharan Africa 807,425 1,308,461 53 70 g 51 101 6.1 i 41 72 .. 2004
A ........7.3451343845256,03420,71alogn

d30027347138.198758432670,61330,9nineB
d39911665821.4278150828853,2288,1anawstoB

Burkina Faso 14,784 26,505 15 29 52 96 2.0 27 72 40 2003 d
d89912488553.3411057625232,71805,8idnuruB
d10025415714.578057706298,62945,81nooremaC

Central African Rep 4,343 6,214 34 65 45 115 10.7 67 84 61 1993 d
........5.3421151431997,91187,01dahC
........3.51855....428,5867,3ognoC

Congo, Dem Rep 62,636 122,734 54 81 47 129 3.2 .. .. .. ..
Côte d'Ivoire 19,262 28,088 39 61 48 118 7.1 15 49 45 2002 d
Equatorial Guinea 507 854 81 93 52 123 3.2 .. .. .. ..

........4.20585....334,8158,4aertirE
d0002038732..90135....250,731990,38aipoihtE

........9.70675....197,1133,1nobaG
d89910538954.27906....077,2907,1aibmaG
d89911497543.286066605432,43874,32anahG
d300293....5.189653481071,61073,9aeniuG

Guinea-Bissau 1,695 3,358 .. .. 46 124 3.8 .. .. 47 1993 d
d79913485321.697458707267,26835,73ayneK
d59913665632.32201344709252,2800,2ohtoseL

..........75164....797,7057,3airebiL
Madagascar 19,683 32,931 65 77 59 74 0.5 61 85 48 2001 d

d40029336121.4197845745055,32529,31iwalaM
d10020427637.1021557221052,32733,21ilaM
d00029336627.087460634449,4421,3ainatiruaM

Mozambique 21,397 31,117 .. .. 42 100 16.1 36 74 47 2002 d
39914765536.9164357848876,2470,2aibimaN f

d59911568161.1051753451248,03622,41regiN
d30024429179.300174....558,622390,841airegiN
d00027488061.3811641706646,61527,9adnawR
d10021465719.077361592455,91973,21lageneS
d98913657756.1561347442295,9668,5enoeLarreiS

........9.033184....391,51996,8ailamoS
South Africa 48,577 53,236 81 84 49 55 18.8 11 34 58 2000 d

........6.12695h17h25644,85065,83naduS
Tanzania, United Rep 40,454 65,516 62 78 53 76 6.5 58 90 35 2000 d

........2.387859693658,01585,6ogoT
d200264....7.697257785845,16488,03adnagU
d40021578460.71201246706078,71229,11aibmaZ
d69910538651.021844....826,61943,31ewbabmiZ

......i8.0..97g6959924,504138,833aciremAhtroN
000233....3.00.518....501,93678,23adanaC f

United States 305,826 366,187 .. .. 78 6.0 0.6 .. .. 41 2000 f
C. America & Caribbean 188,782 235,487 88 90 74 26 j ........

........5.25167....314882ezileB
3002050133.011975959597,5864,4aciRatsoC f
........1.0687001001621,11862,11abuC

Dominican Rep 9,760 12,709 87 87 72 26 1.1 3 16 52 2004 f
20022514919.03227....539,8758,6rodavlaSlE f
20025523419.023075736196,12453,31alametauG f
10029587458.34816....499,21895,9itiaH f
30024563515.113070808892,01601,7sarudnoH f

d4002644125.171374768429,2417,2aciamaJ
d4002642133.022672909521,821535,601ocixeM
d10023408542.003377777704,7306,5augaraciN

3002658179.091673919884,4343,3amanaP f
Trinidad and Tobago 1,333 1,400 .. .. 70 17 2.6 12 39 39 1992 f
South America 383,406 477,332 90 91 73 26 j ........
A 4002157176.051577979435,74135,93anitnegr f

20020624321.025663918430,31525,9aiviloB f
4002751285.013278898084,632197,191lizarB f
300255623.08976969877,91536,61elihC f
3002958176.071373939775,75651,64aibmoloC f
89914514813.022572909976,61143,31rodaucE f
999134624.27476....066837anayuG f
30028503414.00227....384,8721,6yaugaraP f
30022513116.032174928465,53309,72ureP f
........9.103072978184854emaniruS

300254625.04167....095,3043,3yaugurU f
30028404917.081473939941,73756,72aleuzeneV f
......i3.0..67g4939602,34042,43ainaecO

A 499153....1.0518....782,52347,02ailartsu f
........1.06196....819938ijiF

New Zealand 4,179 4,895 .. .. 80 5 0.1 .. .. 36 1997 f
Papua New Guinea 6,331 9,183 50.9 63.4 57 55 1.8 .. .. 51 1996 d
Solomon Islands 496 762 .. .. 64 24 .. .. .. .. ..
Developed 1,353,287 1,411,479 99 99 g 76 5 .. .. .. .. ..
Developing 5,317,004 6,903,869 70 84 67 57 .. .. .. .. ..
a. Medium variant population projections; please consult the technical notes for more information. b. Measures the percent of the population living below $1.08 per day and $2.15 per day at 
1993 prices. c. The Gini Index measures the equality of income distribution within the population (0=perfect equality; 100=perfect inequality). d. Based on per capita consumption or 
expenditure data. e. Poverty Rates for Cambodia were obtained from a 1997 survey. f. Based on per capita income data. g. Data for Serbia include the country of Montenegro
(these countries were a single nation from 2003 to 2006). h. Estimates are for North Sudan only. i. Regional totals are calculated by UNAIDS. j. Regional total are calculated by UNICEF
and combine South America, Central America and the Caribbean; a list of countries classified in each region is avilable at http://www.unicef.org/files/Table9.pdf.
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DEFINITIONS AND METHODOLOGY 

Total Population refers to the de facto population of a country, in 
thousands of people, as of July 1 of the year indicated. For 
estimates for 2005 and earlier, the United Nations Population 
Division (UNPD) compiles and evaluates census and survey 
results from all countries, adjusting data when necessary. 
Adjustments incorporate data from civil registrations (in 
developed countries), population surveys (in developing 
countries), earlier censuses, and, when necessary, population 
models based on information from similar countries. The future 
projections reported here assume medium fertility (the UN 
"medium-fertility assumption"). All future population projections 
are based on estimates of the 2005 base year population and 
incorporate the three main components of population growth: 
fertility, mortality, and migration. For more information on 
methodology, see World Population Prospects: The 2006 
Revision, Volume III: Analytical Report.  

Adult Literacy Rate measures the proportion of the men or 
women older than the age of 15 who can both read and write 
with understanding a short, simple statement on their everyday 
life. Most literacy data are collected intermittently during 
national population censuses and supplemented by household 
surveys, labor force surveys, employment surveys, industry 
surveys, and agricultural surveys when they are available. The 
United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) uses these data to graph a logistic regression model 
and create the estimates shown here. When census and survey 
data are not available, literacy rates for a specific country are 
estimated based on neighboring countries with similar 
characteristics.

Life Expectancy at Birth is the average number of years that a 
newborn baby is expected to live if the age-specific mortality 
rates effective at the year of birth apply throughout his or her 
lifetime. The United Nations Population Division prepares 
estimates and projections based on data from national 
statistical sources. When needed, other sources, mainly 
population censuses and demographic surveys, are consulted. 
In countries highly affected by the HIV/AIDS epidemic, estimates 
of the impact of the disease are made explicitly by projecting the 
yearly incidence of HIV infection. 

Infant Mortality Rate is the probability of a child dying between 
birth and 1 year of age expressed per 1,000 live births. The 
indicator is used as a measure of children's well-being and the 
level of effort being made to maintain child health: more than 
three quarters of child deaths in the developing world are 
caused by diseases that can be prevented or cured by low-cost 
interventions such as immunization, oral rehydration therapy, 
and antibiotics. The data on mortality of children in infancy are 
typically obtained from civil registration records on deaths and 
births, and a ratio can be calculated directly. In many developing 
countries, however, civil registration records are incomplete. In 
these instances, several types of surveys may be utilized to 
collect birth and death histories of sample populations to fill 
gaps in knowledge.

Percent of Adults Ages 15–49 Living With HIV or AIDS is the 
estimated percentage of people aged 15–49 living with 

HIV/AIDS in 2005. These estimates include all people with HIV 
infection, whether or not they have developed symptoms of 
AIDS, who are alive at the end of the year specified. Data for 
this age group capture those in their most sexually active years. 
Measuring infection within this age range also allows greater 
comparability for populations with different age structures. 
Estimates for a single point in time and the starting date of the 
epidemic were used to plot an epidemic curve charting the 
spread of HIV in a particular country; these curves are used to 
create the estimates shown here.

Population Living on Less Than $1 per day is the percentage of 
the population of a country living on less than $1.08 a day at 
1993 international prices, equivalent to $1 in 1985 prices when 
adjusted for purchasing power parity (PPP). This amount is used 
because it is comparable to the poverty lines used in many 
developing countries, and income below this level is referred to 
as “extreme poverty.”   

Population Living on Less Than $2 per day is the percentage of 
the population of a country living on less than $2.15 a day at 
1993 international prices, equivalent to $2 in 1985 prices when 
adjusted for purchasing power parity. International Poverty Line 
data are based on nationally representative primary household 
surveys conducted by national statistical offices or by private 
agencies under the supervision of government or international 
agencies and obtained from government statistical offices and 
World Bank country departments. PPP exchange rates, 
produced at the World Bank, are used because they take into 
account local prices and goods and services not traded 
internationally.

Gini Index is a measure of income inequality that describes the 
deviation of income or consumption distribution from perfect 
equality. A score of zero implies perfect equality while a score of 
100 implies perfect inequality. If every person in a country 
earned the same income, the Gini Index would be zero; if all 
income were earned by one person, the Gini Index would be 
100. The Gini index is calculated by compiling income (or 
expenditure) distribution data. For developing countries, the Gini 
index is compiled from household survey data; for high-income 
countries the index is calculated directly from the Luxemburg 
Income Study database, using an estimation method consistent 
with that applied for developing countries. Once compiled, 
income or expenditure distribution data are plotted on a Lorenz 
curve, which illustrates the cumulative percentages of total 
income received against the cumulative number of recipients, 
starting with the poorest individual or household. The Gini index 
is calculated as the area between the Lorenz curve and a 
hypothetical (45-degree) line of absolute equality, expressed as 
a percentage of the maximum area under the line. 

Survey Year shows the year that both the poverty rate and 
income inequality data were collected in each country. Surveys 
were conducted between 1993 and 2004. 

FREQUENCY OF UPDATE BY DATA PROVIDERS 

Country-level estimates of population, life expectancy, and 
HIV/AIDS infection rates are published every two years by UNPD 
and the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS). 

Population and Human Well-Being: Technical Notes
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Literacy data are updated by UNESCO as new estimates are 
made available. The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
publishes the most recent infant mortality data in their annual 
State of the World’s Children report. Poverty rates and income 
equality data are updated irregularly as surveys are conducted 
in individual countries; new survey results are compiled and 
released annually in the World Bank's World Development 
Indicators.

DATA RELIABILITY AND CAUTIONARY NOTES 

Total Population and Life Expectancy: Since demographic 
parameters are estimated on a country-by-country basis, 
reliability varies among countries. For some developing 
countries, estimates are derived from surveys rather than 
censuses, especially when countries lack a civil registration 
system or have one that does not achieve full coverage of all 
vital events. Also, for developing countries the availability of 
detailed information on fertility and mortality is limited and the 
data on international migration flows are generally inadequate. 
Although estimates are based on incomplete data and 
projections cannot factor in unforeseen events (such as famine 
or wars), UN demographic models are widely accepted and use 
well-understood principles, which make these data as 
comparable, consistent across countries, and reliable as 
possible.

Adult Literacy Rate:  The availability and quality of national 
statistics on literacy vary widely. National census and survey 
data are typically collected only once every decade. In addition, 
many industrialized countries have stopped collecting literacy 
data in recent years, based on the sometimes incorrect 
assumption that universal primary education means universal 
literacy. When census and survey data are not available for a 
particular country, estimates are sometimes made based on 
neighboring countries. Actual definitions of adult literacy are not 
strictly comparable among countries. Some countries equate 
persons with no schooling with illiterates or change definitions 
between censuses. In addition, UNESCO's definition of literacy 
does not include people who, though familiar with the basics of 
reading and writing, do not have the skills to function at a 
reasonable level in their own society.  

Infant Mortality: These data tend to be of poorer quality than 
under-5 mortality data. A concerted effort has been made by 
UNICEF and its partners to develop a consistent and transparent 
methodology. However, the data used to derive these estimates 
come from a wide variety of sources of disparate quality: some 
countries have several sources of data covering the same 
period, allowing for data cross-referencing; other countries have 
many fewer sources and/or have sources of poor quality. In 
addition, inaccuracies in birth and death totals in civil registries 
(with death figures typically less complete than those of births) 
may result in an underestimation of a country’s infant mortality 
rate.

Percent of Adults Living with HIV or AIDS: Data reliability varies 
on a country-by-country basis. The extent of uncertainty depends 
primarily on the type of epidemic and the quality, coverage, and 
consistency of a country's surveillance system. UNAIDS 
estimates low and high values for the total number of infections 

in its 2006 Report on the Global AIDS Epidemic; the values 
shown here fall between these two estimates. A more detailed 
analysis of the collection methodology and reliability of HIV/AIDS 
estimates is available in a series of seven articles published 
online in the journal Sexually Transmitted Infections in August 
2004.

International Poverty Rates and Gini Index:  Despite recent 
improvements in survey methodology and consistency, 
indicators are still not strictly comparable across countries. 
Surveys can differ in the type of information requested (for 
example, whether income or consumption is used). 
Consumption is usually a much better welfare indicator, 
particularly in developing countries. The households that are 
surveyed can differ in size and in the extent of income sharing 
among members, and individuals within a household may differ 
in age and consumption needs. Differences also exist in the 
relative importance of consumption of nonmarket goods.  

Although the $1/day and $2/day poverty lines are commonly 
used, there is an ongoing debate as to how well they capture 
poverty across nations. Values should be treated as rough 
statistical approximations of the number of people earning or 
consuming at a given level rather than a certain prognosis of 
how many people are poor. International poverty rates do not 
capture other elements of poverty, including lack of access to 
health care, education, safe water, or sanitation. Estimates are 
expected to change significantly in the next release of the World 
Development Indicators, which will incorporate purchasing 
power estimates benchmarked to 2005 rather than 1993. 
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